THE   SOUTHERN    SLAVS               145
to sanction the opening of about thirty new branches
of the German Kulturbund1 in Slovenia alone. These
cultural organizations 3 which busy themselves with the
circulation of German books, periodicals and news-
papers, all, of course, vigorously expressing the Nazi,
the only true German, point of view, and expounding
the theories of Germany's vital necessities and her
historic mission to rule (together with her peaceful
intentions), provide a particularly effective method of
influencing the Slovenes, whose older generations
lived in a predominantly German state; even the
younger generations, who have grown up so near to
Austrian Styria, are relatively susceptible to Rulturbund
pressure. Apart from Maribor and a frontier townlet
or so, the Germans in Slovenia are only numerous in
the district of Kocevje in the south, and for the thirty
thousand Germans alone all this cultural organization
would seem to be on a very vast scale. These Germans
who, until recently at any rate, were only found in the
towns in Slovenia, would not count for very much as
a racial group were it not for the direct stimulus
emanating from adjacent Austrian Styria which has
always been aggressively German and makes their
100 per cent. Notification a matter of course.
It is in the Voivodina and Croatia-Slavonia (in-
cluding Syrmia) that the German population is
considerable in itself, and, especially in the Voivodina,
consists largely of Swabian peasants settled on the
land.2 The Voivodina, together with the Roumanian
Banat, comprises an area recovered by the Habsburgs
1  See below, p. 147.
2  These are a different stock from the Germans in Northern Slovenia,
who are Styrians claiming Bavarian descent.